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' INTRODUCTION. 


« * 


ns following . ed; in the Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters Magazine for June; but as that Publication may not have 


fallen 1 into the Hands of many Who were preſent at its Delivery, | 


its appearance in this form cannot fail of being acceptable 


to them. Annexed 1s a Copy of the Letter which introduces | 
: un into that e | | 


Lo the Epiror of the ProTESTANT D15$EXTER's 
we | MAGAZINE. 


Tas hella: thort abt Was s lately altered on a 


funeral occaſion, at a meeting- -houſe of the people called Quakers, 

In this town, by a female of that ſociety. One of the numerous 
auditors who were aſſembled on the occaſion, took it down in 
 ſhort-hand, as it fell from the lips of the preacher; and the copy 
which is ſubjoined to this letter was tranſcribed from the original 
one, in poſſeſſion of that perſon. t 18 now offered for inſertion 

in your Miſcellany, if, on examination, it ſhould be found to 
merit a place in fo. valuable a publication. The names of the 
parties concerned, are omitted from motives of delicacy, which _ 
circumſtance, it is preſumed, cannot be any objection to the 


publication of this diſcourſe, as its. authenticity 1 18 unqueſtionable, : 


and the peruſal of it, may Foa ve gratifying tO hole, who | 
heard i it delivered. 


I am, very reſ pe dlully, Sir, eu l the: 
| | . 8. A. E. 


— 
— 2 9 


It n 2 common fag ing, «The end cr ou 15 5 all.” 


| In. Hav E thouglt it w could be well for us, 1 we were led 
attentive] y to conſider that period which terminates our exiſtence | 


here ; that end to W hich all mankind muſt i in. the appointment of 


divine wiſdom come; lo that whenever it may arrive we may be 


5 fitted for the manſions of glory, and be crownedwith i immortality” 


andeternal life; And howeverlight many may make of this ſubjed, 


there i 18 not a foul pr elent, that knows he ſhall live to ſee the begin- 


| ning of another day. As life therefore, i 18 uncertain to all, and at 55 


all times precarious, it 18 a mark of che trueſt wiſdom to endeay; our 


daily to be prepared for that ſolemn period, which we have a 


moral certainty, will at one time arrive. F or death ley 'els all man- 
: kind without dillinftion; the rich and the poor are brought 18 a: 


- ſamenels here, and the rich man bath no press eminence in death 


| over 


6 


| over the pooreſt of his fellow- credtures; uni; hi life bath been 


a better, unleſs his conduRt hath been better regulated by the rule 
ö of doing to all men as ye would be done unto. Our Saviour gave | 
us the poſpel precept, to love the Lord our God with all our 
| heart.” ' Now this i is a great and glorious attainment, this willbring 
us, if we fiead; ly Pee. it, to what | is called Chriſtian perfection 
: (though fone are of opinion, that perfection i is not attainable on 
this fide the grave, ) for this word denotes that we love him with all 
- our heart, fout, mind, and Prength. We cannot go farther, and 
this will fo enlarge the heart with loy e, univ erfal love to mankind, 5 
fo that we ſhall regard our neighbours as ourſely es, and fo far from | 
i doing them any injury, be willing to render them every ſerv? ice in 
our power. 5 And according as We. may have advantages in the 5 
chriſtian life, ſo hall we be concerned for their edification, and for 
; their well. being! in our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that they 
alſo may come experimentally to know him, and to do that, w hich 
he commands all men to do, namely, to follow him;” and he will : 


: lead them from one degree of religious experience to another, until 5 


by a just progreſſion through all, they obtain to a fulneſs of 


. meaſ ure and ſtature! in him. For though there be A greater num- 
ber of gifts beſtowed on ſome than on others, yet chere 18 a 7 
fulficiency beſtowed on al. if they are willing to improve them to 
the honour of God, who gave. them that they might be brought t to | 
his favour, which i is better than life, and to know they have an in- 5 


tereſt i in him, who laid down his life to redeem men from death, ; 


TN \ | ch 


and chat he might give unto o them: a way wher ereby they ien attain , 


to life eternal, For he gave his life for mankind, not fora few 


5 only. but! in his mercy laid down his life for: all. men, in 5 i 
1 che time which che father had appointed, and mercifully laid up in 
; the gores of his wiſdom and knowledge. And lo lar hath he been ; 
plealed to communicate of his good pleaſure, that whateve er we 
- ak him, there i is a way whereby; we may attain to it, and to the 
Knowledge of him. | Whoſo alketh the way to Zion having FEY 
faces chitherward, being willing to meet che Lord i in the way of £ 
| his coming, whether i it be in a way of mercy or of judgment; to 
| ſuch humble ſupplicants he i is pleaſed to diſtribute of his holy 
Spir' it; and as they take heed to the teachings of the divine Spiri 1 
in their own hearts, they know that be! is ſufficient for their ſup4 
Port, to ſtrengthen them i in the day of rial, and to enable them to. 
- reſiſt ! in the day of temptation. For it 18 no fin to be tempted; but 
if men give way to it, if they go into temptation and flight the 


; divine inſtructions, then it becomes a ſin to them, To 


| May . one preſent be keeping the end of all thi tings in 


view. F or therea are e many changes, which we ſee daily raking place 


in che world, one is called, and anct. ner is taken ; away in an un- 


expetted manner, and many have not time to ſay, «The Lord have 


mercy upon me.” Oh how fad a fate i 18 this, when the ſoul i is not 
f prepared to appear before him, who i is appointed Judge of both x 


15 quick and deal. What an awful folemnity doth dcath.- beds produce 


eu | 


8 


even to thoſe. W tioſe lives have been regulated by the rules of 


mn ali, who have not only been jull between man and man, but 


hay e been led to view with deſire the beau ty of holineſs, thai they 5 


$467 might be prepared to die the death of the righteous, and ſo be 
8 bleſſed. And yet, when they are brought to ſee cernhty open; 
ing before them, even 2 ſind their minds impreſſed with things 
OL an awful preponderous weight ; but ſoon are their ſorrow 8 5 
f alleviated, and they fall aſleep i in Jeſus. If this then be the ſlate and 
condition of the religious and righteous wan, if he ſcarcely be 
faved where ſhall the ungodly and ſinners appear * Aw ful indeed! - 
is the refleftionw hen they are about to leave the confines of his 5 


- wo orld, and their ſouls are going to enter on an eternal late. 


4 believe many will be brought to \ know, that this is A a ſubjeti . 
we can never ſuſſiciently ponder, and that i it requires the thoughts 
| of thoſe that remain, that they may be ready * hen their Lord 2 
comes, «for at an hour W hen they t hink not, he will come.” „Be 5 
ye therefore ready, that when the great Shepherd thal appear, ye 


allo may appear * rich him in glory.” 21 
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